
The 87th oldest institution of higher learning in the United States, Samford is a globally engaged 
teaching and research university rooted firmly in its vibrant Christian mission. Samford offers 
undergraduate programs grounded in the liberal arts with an array of nationally recognized 
graduate and professional programs through 10 academic schools: arts, arts and sciences, 
business, divinity, education, health professions, law, nursing, pharmacy and public health. 

Samford is regularly recognized as one of the best Christian universities in the United States, 
receiving high marks for academic quality and value. The Wall Street Journal ranks Samford first 
in the nation for student engagement and as the top-ranked university in Alabama. Samford is 
also ranked 37th nationally for best undergraduate teaching and 97th for best value by U.S. News 
& World Report. According to The Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education, Samford 
students are more likely to recommend their university than students at any other college or 
university in the country.

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY HIGHLIGHTS, 2021-2022

Samford set an enrollment record for the 13th consecutive year, a remarkable achievement 
considering the challenges facing higher education due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A record 
5,758 students enrolled for the fall semester, including 3,607 undergraduate and 2,151 graduate 
students representing 48 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and 22 countries. 

Samford’s Department of Christian Ministry now offers an accelerated Bachelor of Arts to 
Master of Divinity degree. The curriculum allows students to complete requirements for both 
degrees in a minimum of six years versus the typical minimum of seven years. The unique 
professional pathway is available to highly qualified Samford students majoring in biblical 
studies, religion or religion with a concentration in ministry leadership and to School of the Arts 
students majoring in Christian ministry.  

Forever Samford, the university’s largest capital campaign which began in November 2016 
and concluded on Dec. 31, 2021, raised $260.5 million. 48% of the money raised was designated 
for new and existing scholarships, including 302 new endowed scholarships. The remaining 
funding will go to university operations, academic, arts and athletic programs, and building 
construction and renovation. Approximately $115 million was raised from deferred pledges and 
estate commitments. 

Samford received a transformational gift for scholarships, the largest gift to the university by 
a single donor and the largest gift to a higher education institution in Alabama by a single donor. 
The generous gift from the estate of Marvin Mann ’54, will provide $95 million toward endowed 
student scholarships and $5 million for the Frances Marlin Mann Center for Ethics and 
Leadership, per Mann’s wishes. 

Samford announced the largest capital investment in the university’s history. The historic 
$65 million project will provide students and employees with expanded opportunities to improve 



physical fitness and mental wellness, as well as new spaces for campus events and student 
gatherings. Construction, which is scheduled to begin in early 2023, includes the renovation of 
three existing buildings and construction of a new building, totaling 154,000 square feet. 

Samford Athletics, with 17 varsity sports in the NCAA Division I level in the Southern 
Conference, earned a 97% Graduation Success Rate by the NCAA, tying for third place among 
all Division I universities in the nation, along with an impressive group of peer institutions that 
include Vanderbilt University, the University of Notre Dame and Colgate University. The 
Bulldogs completed the year with six conference championships: Women’s Soccer (regular 
season and tournament), Men’s Track and Field (indoor and outdoor), and Women’s Track and 
Field (indoor and outdoor). 


