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2021 Report to the Associations

The Board of Directors and staff of The Baptist Foundation of Alabama (The Foundation) are pleased to present this report to the associations of the Alabama Baptist State Convention. This year was a time of change for our ministry, as we celebrated the retirement of our President, Barry Bledsoe, after 20 years of excellent service. John Ashworth, our Chief Administrative Officer since 2014, became President on June 19, 2021. While our leadership has changed, our commitment to serve Alabama Baptists remains the same…in every service we offer, resource we provide, investment we make, our heart is to make Him known. It is The Foundation’s privilege to help churches mobilize resources for Kingdom purposes through our various ministry services:

Legacy Launch – Every year, we equip dozens of churches, just like yours, to offer a Legacy Ministry to their members. Since 2010, 1,000+ families have completed Legacy Planning, resulting in approximately 300 million dollars in future Kingdom gifts.  This past year, we created Legacy Launch – a framework to help new and existing Legacy church partners clarify their message, cast their vision to their people, and build a sustainable Legacy Ministry into the future!

GiveThree65 – The Foundation moved quickly when the uncertainty of the pandemic arrived and partnered with The Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions to launch GiveThree65 – a digital giving platform. Created within days of Alabama’s lockdowns, we helped over 70 churches put plans in place to move giving online. By offering multiple ways to give, you will empower your members to practice generosity anytime and anywhere.

Kingdom Impact Investing – Providing investment solutions, managed in a Biblically responsible manner, is yet another way we tailor our services to meet the unique needs of your ministry.  We exclude investments that do not align with your faith, and include investments that further Kingdom work, while seeking to earn a compelling market return. We reacted to the volatility of the last year by striving to allocate assets prudently while aligning clients’ investments with their objectives and their faith.  

Educational Scholarships – As the pandemic disrupted campus life and classes moved from in-person to virtual, The Foundation continued supporting the educational goals of the next generation of Christian leaders.  Almost $500,000 was awarded directly to colleges and seminaries to support their missions.  In addition, through over 100 scholarship funds, another $575,000 was awarded to Alabama Baptist students. These generous scholarships propel today’s students to become tomorrow’s Christian leaders.

Vision Campaigns – In 2020, The Foundation began offering coaching for Vision Campaigns – a holistic stewardship and generosity ministry initiative. These campaigns allow your congregation to give beyond their regular tithe to additional expansion projects that help further your church’s ministry. Capitalizing on our team’s experience in coaching churches in stewardship and generosity, The Foundation’s Vision Campaigns have already begun helping Alabama Baptist churches.

To see how we have helped Alabama Baptist churches just like those in your association, please visit https://vimeo.com/tbfa/impact. 

You may also go to our website at www.tbfa.org or contact our ministry engagement staff at (334) 394-2000 for assistance or more information.

[bookmark: _Hlk77790827]Thank you for allowing us to serve you, your families, and your church!  Our team stands ready to help you however we can.
