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Right around Easter this year, a little girl on our Mobile campus wrote in chalk on their driveway, “foster care is miracle.” While we know many of our kids have walked through deep pain and heartache, this glimpse into this child’s heart let us know that she has discovered and experienced hope beyond her pain. The kind of Christ-centered care and nurture we are able to provide for her in this home is mirrored all around the state on our campuses and in our Foster Care and Family Care homes, as well as our Pathways Professional Counseling offices, and it wouldn’t be possible without your support.

Katie* is one child who has been directly impacted by your support. This spring we began caring for 17-year-old Katie at one of our campuses, and we have seen her grow in so many ways. She started her first job at a local restaurant and is learning to be both personally and financially responsible. She drives herself to work and ended the school year with straight A’s. This young lady has dreams of attending college and wants to become a nurse. 

But the most important part of Katie’s story? Prior to coming to ABCH, she had not grown up in church or had any positive spiritual influences in her life. Shortly after arriving, she heard the gospel of Jesus Christ during a church service where she attends with her house parents and the other girls in her cottage. She felt the Lord working in her heart and began asking questions. Soon after, Katie trusted Jesus to be the Lord and Savior of her life! She was baptized and is learning more about what it means to follow Jesus. 

Like everyone else, we faced challenges with COVID-19. Though COVID-19 certainly changed the landscape of how we live life across the globe, it did not change our ability to provide safe and loving homes to children in need. Through community and church support, we were able to consistently meet the basic needs of children and families. In addition, we had opportunities to share the gospel in new ways, and we saw the Lord at work in many hearts. Teenagers from Decatur to Mobile made professions of faith in Christ, and several of our moms in Family Care experienced the church’s love tangibly as the needs of their families were provided for during extremely difficult days of being temporarily laid off from work and quarantine. Many of these moms shared that they don’t know what they would have done had they not been with us. 

While many lives are being impacted for God’s good purposes this year, as we look back at 2019, we are happy to share that we cared for 7,496 people across all areas of ministry, serving 475 in our Foster Care homes, 196 in our Campus and Shelter Care homes, and 6,647 through our counseling services! We are thankful to the Lord for 18 professions of faith in 2019, 76 new homes licensed for foster care, 39 adoptions, and 199 reunifications to family members!

Thank you for all the many ways you support children from hard places. On our campuses and in our Foster Care homes, our Family Care homes, and counseling offices around the state, lives are being influenced and impacted for the Kingdom every day. Your prayerful, financial, and volunteer support helps to make that happen. Thank you for your commitment to “the least of these” as we work together to protect, nurture, and restore children and families through Christ-centered services. We are so grateful to partner and serve with you in this Kingdom work.
*Name has been changed for privacy purposes.
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