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	Samford University is a premier nationally ranked Christian university. Founded in 1841 as Howard College, the university is the 87th-oldest institution of higher learning in the United States. In the fall semester of 2018, Samford enrolled 5,619 students from 44 states and 30 countries. 
	Samford is the top-ranked university in Alabama in national rankings by The Wall Street Journal while U.S. News & World Report ranked Samford 4th in the South among regional universities, and 7th in the South for most innovative. Additionally, The Wall Street Journal ranks Samford 12th nationally for student engagement. Kiplinger’s Personal Finance ranks Samford as the 50th private university in the U.S. for value and affordability.
	Samford offers numerous undergraduate and graduate/professional degrees through 10 academic schools: arts, arts and sciences, business, divinity, education, health professions, law, nursing, pharmacy and public health. The faculty-to-student ratio is 1:13, and no classes are taught by teaching assistants.

Samford University Highlights 2018-2019
· The Department of Religion was renamed as the Department of Biblical and Religious Studies to better reflect its mission; and the required biblical core curriculum course for all Samford undergraduate students was revised with a new course description and updated set of student learning outcomes. The new Biblical Foundations course is intended to provide an enriched foundation of biblical knowledge for intellectual and faith development. Trustees also approved a new major in biblical studies and a new minor in theology and ethics. 
· The Department of Christian Ministry is now offering two new minors: church and culture which offers all majors an opportunity to engage the Christian ministry curriculum; and intercultural engagement, which is focused on missions and designed to be attached to most degree programs. 
· The Ministry Training Institute established new extension sites at First Baptist Church of Oneonta, Choctaw Baptist Association and the Morgan Baptist Association. A total of 1,400 enrollments were received through the various extension sites and online certificate programs. A new certificate in church planting was created in partnership with the Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions.  
· In summer 2019 Samford’s Office of Spiritual Life reported 38 students serving in missions in 24 foreign countries while 69 students were engaged in ministry experiences in 20 different areas of the United States. Samford’s Beeson Divinity School, through its Global Center, had 37 students traveling to 11 countries for their cross-cultural ministry practicum this summer. The Frances Marlin Mann Center for Ethics and Leadership assisted the Micah Fellows program in taking 12 students to both The Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland in May 2019 to complete an academic community-based service learning component of Samford’s honors program.
· Through the last year Samford received $165.2 million in gifts and pledges toward the $300 million seven-year goal of the Forever Samford campaign.
· This past academic year Samford awarded more than $51.8 million in scholarships to qualified students. 
· Progress is being made on Samford’s campus master plan as the university invested more than $30 million in facility renovation and infrastructure improvements this year. The A. Hamilton Reid Chapel was refurbished along with three academic buildings and the Ralph W. Beeson University Center. 
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