
 

D 
enise Gagne is a music special-
ist with 40 years of experience 
and has taught instrumental, 
choral and classroom music 

from babies and preschool to College 
levels. She has degrees in music and 
education, as well as Level 3 certification 
in both Kodaly and Orff.   
 

Denise is the author or editor of more than 100 publications for K- 6 music teach-
ers. She has been a workshop presenter in every Canadian province and territory 
and all 50 states. Denise is the author or editor of more    than 100 publications    
for K-6 music teachers. She presents regularly for Orff and Kodaly workshops, pre-
school and kindergarten conferences in Canada, the USA, Asia, and Australia! Her 
workshops are fun, practical, and activity based!   
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K 
erry Heisler holds degrees in    
Vocal Performance, Cultural Arts 
Administration, and Education – 
Music After Degree. Kerry       

conducts two community choirs: Sylvan 
Sacred Massed Choir and Jubilare. She 
has also undertaken adjudication duties 
with Sylvan Lake Music Festival in piano, 
voice, drums, guitar and ensembles. Kerry 
has studied with Music Mentors International, working towards certificate completion 
this summer. She has authored Strictly Warm-ups, a warm-up tool for choirs and  
soloists. She has also been the Music Director for many productions including The 
Wizard of Oz, Godspell, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, among others. Kerry has 
travelled internationally as an invited clinician and guest conductor. She conducts 
concert band, choir and guitar ensembles at H.J. Cody School.  
 
Kerry will be assisting Denise Gagne during this training event. 
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K 
atrina Marler has served  
for over 25 years as a 
Mississippi State Chil-
dren’s Choir Specialist 

and 24 years as Children’s Minis-
tries Coordinator at Daniel Memo-
rial Baptist Church in Jackson, MS. 
She, and her husband, Marcus, 
recently moved from Jackson, MS 
to Gallatin, TN where she is currently teaching 3rd grade in a STEM school, playing clarinet in the orchestra 
at FBC Gallatin, and actively seeking where God wants to use her. Katrina first began teaching 40 years ago 
and has been an educator in both private and public schools. Her work in Brazil led to a passion for missions 
and helping children connect to God’s work in missions. Katrina’s love of instruments has led to an extensive 
collection of international instruments. Realizing that many students are kinesthetic learners (and often with 
a mix of visual and/or auditory), she has led children in making adaptations of international instruments to 
encourage them on their journey of learning music, explore sounds, worshipping our Lord, and growing in 
awareness of mission work. God has led Katrina on many amazing adventures for which she is thankful and 
is passionate about guiding children on their amazing journey with our Savior. Katrina has been married to 
Marcus Marler (an MK from Korea) for almost 37 years and they have 2 adult children,  

 Melody and Nathan.      
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K 
imberly Ingram (Open 
Heart Musicals) is a 
composer, writer,  
and co-creator of the 

popular children’s musicals 
Land of the Lost (and Found!), 
and “What’s Up, Zak?” A    
Musical Encounter with Jesus, 
a 2011 GMA Dove Finalist for 

Musical of the Year. She is also co-author of the new teacher’s resource from Choristers 
Guild called Praise Takes Flight: Songs and Activities for High-Flying Children’s Choirs. 

Kimberly received her BFA from SMU and teaching certification from the University of 
Texas at Arlington. She currently serves on the Board of Trustees for Sunnyvale ISD.  
She has taught church children’s choirs since 1998, and loves watching children dis-
cover their talents and develop their relationship with God through singing, instrumental 
music, and drama. 
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D 
oug Rogers has 
been employed by 
the State Board of 
Missions as a 

State Missionary since 
March 1999 and is currently 
the director of Communica-
tions and  Technology    
Services for the Alabama 
Baptist State Board of     

Missions. His primary responsibility is producing video and audio resources for use by 
the State Board of Missions staff and Baptist churches throughout the state. Doug also 
oversees the video library that loans ministry-related DVDs and videotapes to Alabama 
Baptist churches. In addition, he coordinates technical arrangements for the state     
convention annual meeting and several other statewide meetings. Doug is available to 
provide counsel to churches in the areas of video, radio, television and other electronic 
media. His ministerial service includes Minister of Activities and Media, Southside    
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, FL, and Associate Minister with Youth, First Baptist 
Church, Tallahassee, FL. Doug and his wife Lori, are members at First Baptist Church, 
Montgomery. They have two daughters and a son. 
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Kim Searcy has served in  
Children’s Ministry with her 
husband for 20 years. After 26 
years in the Birmingham City 
Schools as the band director 
and general music teacher, 
she has recently retired. She 
has led many workshops on 
various topics in music education. She also served as the Worship Leader for nine   
years at Central Baptist Church, Argo, AL.  Kim has always had a passion and directed 
children’s choirs in various churches over the past 28 years. She currently serves on the 
faculty staff of MIX MusiCamp @ Shocco! (a ministry event sponsored by the Alabama 
Baptist State Board of Missions, Worship Leadership Office), an event she has partici-
pated in for 11 years now.  

She is currently writing curriculum for and directing the children’s choir (grades 1-5) at 
First Baptist Church in Trussville, Alabama. Kim is interested in improving the choir     
experience for ALL children, so they will have a sincere desire to continue to use their 
voices for God’s glory! 
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T 
erry D. Taylor became 
Managing Editor of 
Growing in Grace  
Children's Music    

Curriculum in January, 2013. 
From 1980-2012 Terry served 
as Minister of Music in churches 
in Tennessee, Georgia,        

Alabama, and Oklahoma. Terry is widely respected for his interest, creativity, and leader-
ship in music ministry to children. He is active as a children's curriculum writer, composer, 
conference leader, guest conductor, and music advocate. His advocacy initiatives gained 
national exposure when the American Choral Directors Association Choral Journal docu-
mented his ENCORE program, which led to the hiring of music teachers in Dothan City 
Schools. In 2007, Terry was presented the Friend of the Arts Award by the Dothan Cultur-
al Arts Center. He has served as a guest lecturer at Samford University, and a board 
member of The Center for Christian Music Studies at Baylor University. While a student  
at Belmont, Terry met and married Laurie Evans. The Taylors have two young-adult    
children, Carrie Beth and Jeremy, and two grandchildren, Cayden and IsaBeall. 
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P
 

earned Magna Cum 
Laude undergraduate 
and graduate degrees 

from Houston Baptist Univer-
sity and the University of   
Missouri-Kansas City, respec-
tively. She has served at 
churches in Missouri and  
Texas and is presently a full-time Minister of Worship Programming and Creativity at 
Johnson Ferry Baptist Church. As a senior programming director for six worship services, 
Pamela guides and creates worship opportunities from traditional worship to media-driven 
modern     worship as well as coordinates the children’s music   program. Mrs. Vande-
walker is the author of more than 40 articles, 43 books and pedagogical resources, 6 mu-
sicals, 75  original children’s songs, 27 curriculum resources and 10 compact discs.  As a 
nationally recognized clinician and conference speaker, Pamela has the opportunity to 
share insight and relevant ministry tools to hundreds of people  every year. Her newest 
projects include: Dove-Award winning - God Made Me Special –  a VeggieTales musical 
(Word Music), and Teeny Tykes & Tunes – a preschool music  curriculum (Vision Publica-
tions). She  enjoys sharing about Teeny Tykes & Tunes across the nation and world. 
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